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H. B. M. S. Cormorant " I had been twice to lunch
on board, and H. B. M.'s seamen are making us ham-
mocks; so we are very naval. But alas, the Cor-
morant is only waiting her relief, and I fear there are
not two ships of that stamp in all the navies of the
world."

The hammocks were part of his preparations for a
new cruise. He had arrived with the intention of cross-
ing America during the course of the summer, and so
returning to England, with ultimate views of Madeira
as a winter refuge. But even Honolulu was too cold
for him, and by the end of March he was full of another
scheme of South Sea travel. This time his voyage was
to be to the Gilbert Islands to the southwest, on board
the vessel belonging to the Boston Mission or whatever
other craft he could induce to take him. His mother
decided to return to Scotland and visit her sister, but
his wife and stepson looked eagerly forward to sharing
with him this new experience.

In the end of April he paid a visit by himself to the
lee-shore of the island of Hawaii, which is seen by
tourists only, if at all, upon their way to the active
crater of Kilauea, situated on the slopes of the lofty
volcano of Mauna Loa. Even the lower crater is four
thousand feet above the sea, and the climate in that
region is often bleak and rainy. Accordingly Stevenson
did not turn his steps in its direction, but spent a week
on the coast-lands, living with a native judge, taking
long rides, and seeing and learning as much of native
life and characteristics as lay within his reach; the most
thrilling event of the visit being the departure of some
natives to be immured in the lazaretto of Molokai.
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